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MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release September 23, 2009

The Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association Announces the 2009
Communities in Bloom Provincial Winners

On Friday, October 23, 2009, the Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association (SPRA)
will host their Annual Volunteer Awards Banquet in Regina, Saskatchewan. Recognition
will be given to the contributions of volunteers and professionals within the Province's
recreation and parks delivery systems. At that time, the Provincial Winners of
Saskatchewan’s Communities in Bloom program will also be recognized for their efforts.
The following Provincial Winners have an opportunity to represent Saskatchewan in the
National Communities in Bloom program in 2010:

Population Category 1 — 500 Population Category 1,001 — 2,000
Town of Blaine Lake Town of Kamsack
Awarded a 4 Bloom Rating Awarded a 4 Bloom Rating
Special mention for Environmental Special mention for Tree and Urban
Awareness Forest Management
Population Category 501 -~ 1,000 Population Category 2,001 - 3,000
Town of Kinistino Town of Assiniboia
Awarded a 4 Bloom Rating Awarded a 4 Bloom Rating
Special mention for Overall Appearance Special mention for Overall Community
of Town Commitment to Communities in Bloom
.2
Financial assistance from:
Recreation

An Investment For Life LOTTER'B



S.P.R.A. would like to congratulate the 46 communities that participated in the Provincial
Edition of the program.

Assiniboia Balcarres. Battleford Blaine Lake Broadview
Candle Lake Davidson Denzil Dundurn Eatonia
Eston Harris Humboldt Kamsack Kerrobert
Kinistino Kipling Kyle Lanigan Lashburn
Lloydminster Maidstone Manitou Beach Maple Creek  Meadow Lake
Melfort Moose Jaw Mortlach - Naicam Osiler
Preeceville Prince Albert  Richmound Rosetown Rosthern
Shaunavon Spiritwood ©  Star City Stockholm Strasbourg
Turtleford Viscount Waseca Willow Bunch  Zenon Park

Muskoday First Nation

Special recognition must also be given to those communities that represented
Saskatchewan in the 2009 National Communities in Bloom program. The following
communities’ achievements are being recognized on October 3, 2009, in Vaughn,
Ontario:

Town of Grenfell, competitive population category 1 — 1,000

Town of Indian Head, competitive population category 1,001 — 3,000
Town of Kindersley, competitive population category 3,001 — 5,000
City of Weyburn, competitive population category 8,001 — 10,000

Saskatchewan's Communities in Bloom program, managed by SPRA with sponsorship
from SaskPower, promotes involvement and action by citizens of all ages, the Municipal
Government, local organizations, and businesses. The program strives to increase civic
pride and appeal of Canada’s neighborhoods and green spaces through the act of
conservation, and the imaginative use of flowers, plants and trees. A focus on
environmental awareness, and preservation of heritage and culture is also an integral part
of its success. The Communities in Bloom program continues to be achieved: People,
Plants and Pride...Growing Together.

For further information on Communities in Bloom, contact SPRA at 1-800-563-2555, or
John Firnesz, SPRA Consuitant at (306) 780-9262.
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3 2009 Evaluation Form =

N\ / Community: Kamsack
’ i, L]
Comnumities \ // Collectivites Province: Saskatchewan
ill]}h’mm . {Ieurs )
e tEerCategory: 1001 - 2000

The municipality is evaluated on the efforts of all sectors in the community in the following criteria:

Tidiness 102 / 125

Environmental Awareness 94 / 125

Community Involver ent 100 / 125

Natural and Cultural Heritage Conservation 90 / 125

Tree/Urban Forest Management 112 / 125

Landscaped Areas 93 / 125

Floral Displays 97 / 125

Turf and Groundcovers 103 / 125
Total Marks : 791 / 1000

Percentage : 79.10

Bloom rating: 4 Blooms

Mention : Tidiness, Tree and Urban Forest Management

Representative (s) of Community

Name: Paul Keys Function : Town Recreation Director

Name: Wendy Berenko Function : Economic Development Officer

Name: Function :

Judges

Name: Bonita Lundberg Name Brenda Winny

Evaluation date: July 11, 2009

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Al criteria are adjusted to the climate and environmental conditions of the municipality. Some aspects of a
criterion might not be applicable: in such cases, scoring will be prorated. The evaluation score may vary from the
previous year based on the fact that the evaluation form is subject to modifications each year and the evaluation
is based on the perception of the current judges.
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TIDINESS

Tidiness of green spaces, medians, boulevards, sidewalks, streets, ditches, road shoulders, signage, vacant lots and
buildings, with regard to garbage, weeds, maintenance and repair, dog droppings, notices/posters, graffiti and vandalism.

Comments and Suggestions - Tidiness

Max Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

{ Tidiness, order, cleanliness and first impressions

10 9.00

@ Community anti-litter awareness and support for community organizations in

clean-up efforts 9 8.00
@ Effective bylaws / policies and their enforcement; effective programs in )
smaller communities; operational programs for notices, posters and graffiti 9 8.00
@ Maintenance of public roads and shoulders: weed — free sidewalks, curbs,

streets and roads, regular hard surface / street sweeping program 9 7.00
@ Condition of buildings and urban furniture: benches, litter and recycling

containers 8 6.00
Commercial / Industrial Sector

@ Tidiness, order and cleanliness 7 5.00
@ Condition of buildings, grounds, sidewalks and parking lots 7 5.00
& Condition of urban fumiture: benches, fitter and recycling containers 7 5.00
@ Support — financial and/or in-kind - for community clean-up programs 7 5.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups

{ Support - financial and/or in-kind; involvement - organization, participation;

impact on the community 13 10.00
{ Tidiness, condition of buildings and yards of churches, schools and any other

buildings 1" 11.00
Residential / Citizens -

{ Tidiness, order and cleanliness 10 9.00
{ Condition of buildings and yards 10 8.00
{ Involvement in block or individual street tidiness 8 6.00
Tidiness 125 102.00

As we drove into and throughout Kamsack, we were quite impressed with the tidiness of the community. Mowing the
area around the weir opened up that area for greater public use. The public works department should be treated o a

special lunch for their continued efforts in keeping the grassy areas mowed and trimmed.
We also would like to make special mention of the cemetery. It is receiving the treatment a special place deserves.

The Sarcan centre should also be commended for their tidiness.

In many communities, the industriat sections of town have a tendency to bring down a town's tidiness score. We would

fike to thank business owners at the edge of town for their contributions to the tidiness of Kamsack.

Noted areas of concern are: the Post Office (for a Federal building it did seem to be in need of attention), the Crowstand

Centre and the weeds around the Duck Mountain Inn.

The Town's policy of selling empty lofs to neighbors has certainly given Kamsack a sense of spaciousness. Back lanes

are generally neat and mowed.,
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[ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

Sustainable development, policies and bylaws, waste reduction, landfill sites, hazardous waste colfection, sewage
disposal, transferfrecycle stations, recycling initiatives, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), water source, treatment and
conservation, naturalization, environmental clean up activities and friendly transportation

| f Max | Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

®  Sustainable development strategy: bylaws / policies and their enforcement
or effective programs in smaller communities: guidelines and long-term 10 8.00
planning/vision
@  Waste management programs such as recycling, re-use, composting,
shredding of Christmas trees, hazardous waste including e-waste collection, 10 8.00
waste water treatment , community outreach
@  Water conservation and reduction programs: efficient appliance incentives
| or promotion, reduced reliance and efficient irrigation and use of non-potable
water, water restriction policies ' 10 7.00
®  Watershed management plans and alternative storm water management; '
retention ponds, pervious hardscapes, green roofs, shoreline erosion control
programs
©  Energy conservation programs such as: Aiternate forms of energy:
geothermal, biomass, wind, solar

@  Conversion programs for efficient lighting and shielding for night skies
issues

@ Greening of operations fleet: conversion to higher efficiency vehicles, use
of altemative fuels

@ Efficient use of vehicle fleet such as use of crew cabs, bicycles, any other
energy-saving transportation
14 10.00

® Conversion of older maintenance equipment to more efficient and reduced
emissions

@  Transportation management strategies: promotion and incentives of public
transit and car pooling

®  Conversion of roads to integrate new bike lanes, expanded recreational
pathways

@ Air quality programs: monitoring, anti-idling advisory / bylaws, promotion for
the reduced reliance/use of high air polluting small engine equipment

@ Use of Integrated Pest Management / Plant Health Care principles: timing, 6 5.00
policies / bylaws and/or effective procedures :

@ Initiatives such as: Innovation: through green buildings, green roofs; reuse
of sites and buildings

Green procurement policies (use of local products, material energy lifecycle 8
considerations)

Brownfield redevelopment, remediation

4.00
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& Participation in the environmental effort 6 5.00
& Corporate environmental innovation / stewardship, initiatives, activities B 4.00
@ Sustainable development strategies, safety and emergency preparedness 6 4.00
® Energy efficient buildings / landscapes. 6 4,00
@ Greening of operational fleet and equipment. 6 4.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit aroups

@ Support - financial and/or in-kind 7 5.00
@ Involvement —organization, participation 7 6.00
@ Impact of efforts on community 7 6.00
Residential / Citizens

@ Participation in the environmental effort 9 7.00
@ Involvement / support / direction to municipality 9 7.00
Environmental Awareness 125 94.00

Comments and Suggestions - Environmental Awareness
Kamsack has a [ong list of environmental successes -

1. geothermal heating of the rink with the potential to heat several other buildings

2. a frained and certified pest management person

3. in the process of getting an old oil refinery (one of the last ones in Saskatchewan) grounds cleaned up

4. your new water system with the capability of providing water to other communities
5. Jeff, manager at the landfill, should be considered as an environmental success. Not only does he have a
great sense of humor, he is also dedicated to  doing his job in a professional manner.

8. the completion of a new lagoon this fall

7. supporting community Green Days and organizing community wide Garage Sales as an effective way of

recycling
8. Sarcan facilities
9. a taxi business

We did have these following concems.
The landfill needs a chain link fence to contain itseif.

Even though you currently have an excellent source of water (and apparently rain on a regular basis), you need

to have some sense of the fragility of freshwater in our world these days. You might never need to use it but

having a proactive by law regarding water usage would be a good idea.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Citizens’ involvement in various community projects, including horticulture and garden clubs, service groups, recreation
and sports clubs, school children, teens, seniors, municipal workers and local businesses

Comments and Suggestions - Community Involvement

| | Max | Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

@  Volunteer recognition 8 7.00

@  Support - financial and/or in-kind for volunteer activities 8 6.00

® Information and educational programs 8 6.00

@  Promotion of local businesses, products, tourism 8 8.00

@  Organization/facilitation of local events/festivals, fundraising, support - 8

financial and/or in-kind 8.00

@  Innovation; involvement with youth / seniors and other initiatives towards 7

broader social inclusion 5.00
Commercial / Industrial Sector

@ Involvement in community projects, volunteer initiatives, community outreach 10

programs 7.00

@ Sponsorship - financial andfor in kind - of the local CIB program 10 7.00

@ Innovation; involvement with youth / seniors and other initiatives towards 10

broader social inclusion 7.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for- profit groups

& Support - financial and/or in-kind 8 6.00
@ Involvement —organization, participation 8 6.00
@ Impact of efforts on community 8 6.00
Residential / Citizens

& Support - financial and/or in kind - of projects / programs 8 7.00
& Participation in community programs 8 7.00
@ Provision of ideas / initiatives for projects/programs 8 7.00
|Community Involvement 12 100,00

Kamsack finds itself in a rather unusual position as it does not have any community service groups,

However, Kamsack is a very busy and vital community with 250 community events in most years.
The Town Councit publishes community brochures and takes out pages in the newspaper to keep

everyone informed about community events.

At locations where tourists are most likely to stop, there are pamphlets touting all the various activities

in the community.

Students have been involved in landscaping projects such as planting young trees at the sports

grounds.
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NATURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Heritage policies, bylaws and natural heritage management plans; preservation and restoration of buildings, homes,
churches, monuments, artifacts, sites, parks, heritage gardens, trees; preservation of traditions and customs:
festivals/celebrations; heritage foods and the arts; museums and history, archives, Architectural Advisory Committee

Comments and Suggestions - Natural and Cultural Heritage Conservation

We had the feeling that if you live in Kamsack, you probably have a great sense of your cultural

I | Max | Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

@  Heritage policies / by-laws and their enforcement or effective programs in 10

smaller communities 8.00
@  Natural and cultural heritage management plan and preservation initiatives: 10

cultural landscapes, use of native plants, heritage gardens, trees 7.00
@  Preservation, restoration and reuse programs 8 6.00
@  Information and support programs 400
®  Promotion of heritage by Historical Society / Heritage Committee / Tourism 5

Association 5.00
@ Interpretafive and signage programs, walking tours, museums, 6
festivals/celebrations 400
@  Cultural heritage programs: first nations, explorers, first and subsequent 5

settlers and more recent immigrants 4.00
@  New programs and initiatives to promote local heritage 5 300
Commercial / Industrial Sector

@  Conservation, restoration and reuse of sites/buildings 7 5.00
@  Building facade and improvement plan. {original colours, styles, materials, 7 3.00
& _ Participation in municipal, provincial or federal programs 7 4.00
@ Innovation and participation in promotion of local heritage 7 4.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups

@  Support - financial and/or in-kind 7 5.00
@  Involvement —organization, participation 7 5.00
@  Impact of efforts on community 7 6.00
Residential / Citizens

@  Conservation / restoration and reuse of sites / buildings 7 5.00
& Preservation of fraditions, customs, food, music, dance and crafts 7 6.00
&  Participation in heritage community events/activities 7 6.00
Natural and Cultural Heritage Conservation 125 90.00

background. The first home built in Kamsack is still lived in, the museum is excellent {the summer
help certainly knows his history) and the cemetery is well cared for and has a directory.
2010 is Kamsack's centenary and a walking trail through the downtown area is in development. We
saw no evidence of vandalism and graffiti on unoccupied buildings. The Trackside Garden honors

the tradition of railway gardens in our prairie past
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TREE / URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT

Written policies, bylaws and regulation plans both long and short-term. Distribution of frees, inventory, variety, suitability,
new plantings,main street programs, new survey developments, preservation of heritage trees, commemorative trees,
woodlots, succession planting, Plant Health Care and Integrated Pest Management, qualified/trained individuals {volunteer
or on staff)

Max Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

® Policies, regulations and tree by-laws, tree protection and planting on 10

public and private lands 10.00

@  Plan of action: procurement, species diversity, selection of hardy species

with potential to contribute to the plan : 10 10.00

@  Strategic Management, Operational and Emergency Plan in place, an

inventory of frees, demonstration of good planting techniques and a maintenance 8 8.00

®  Measures to preserve, protect, manage and expand woodlots 7 7.00

®  Qualified personnel and/or crew training 7 7.00
@  Integrated Pest Management / Plant Health Care, plan of action for

invasive pest detection and control, information on current infestations and 7 500
@  Participation and recognition in programs such as Green Streets Canada,

Maple Leaf Day... 7 5.00
Commercial / Industrial Sector

® Concent. desian and planting for commercial enternrises 7 6.00
| @ Maintenance programs : 7 6.00
@ _Existing tree protection and preservation durina construction: in by-law 8 7.00
& __ Involvemen romofion of tree plantina programs and conservation 6 .00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not - for - profit groups

@ Support - financial and/or in-kind and involvement - organization, 10 8.00
& Impact and maintenance 10 8.00
Residential / Citizens

@ Selection of varieties ~ inclusion of native, hardy species 1 10.00
@® Maintenance : 10 9.00
Tree / Urban Forest Management 125 112.00

Comments and Suggestions - Tree / Urban Forest Management

The tree canopy on several older streets is breathtaking. The huge elms are treasured and
protected with expert pruning during the acceptable times.

There are a wide range of trees species being used in yards. The species from Shand
Greenhouse were utilized to plant trees around the Sports Grounds.

At some point, holes were dug in the sidewalk and trees had been planted along 3rd Avenue.
Planting the columnar poplars was a good choice of species but for some reason, not all trees
survived. It is to be hoped the gaps will be replaced soon. :

The town maintains and uses a reserve of replacement trees and shrubs. There is also a wildlife
orchard within the town limits.

2000 Evaluation Form Page 7 of 11




LANDSCAPED AREAS
This criteria supports all efforts to create an environment wherein plants form an essential element of the overall
surroundings;design and suitability for location and use; native and introduced materials; balance of plants, materials and
constructed elements;harmony (colour, texture, shape); tastefu! integration of hard surfaces and art elements; standards of
maintenance.
| | Max [ Actual

Municipality / Public Properties
@  Firstimpressions of the community including gateway / entrance 10
treatments 8.00
@  Development of policies, standards and best practices 7 6.00
@  Plan of action: distribution through the community 8 7.00
@  Urban and civic design standards for streetscape and other public places: : 7
flags, banners, public art, fountains, site furnishings, lighting design, walkways 4.00
@  Specifications for planting {with suitable varieties) and maintenance 7 _

5.00
@®  Sustainable designs: energy efficient, use of green materials, 6
naturalization, xeriscaping 4.00
®  Site rejuvenation, rehabilitation and maintenance (fife cycle management) 6

5.00
®  Qualified personnel {including seasonal staff) and/or training 7 5.00
Commercial / Industrial Sector
@  Innovation in concept and design 6 3.00
®  Public involvement: support - financial and/or in-kind, participation 6 3.00
®  Sustainable designs: energy efficient, use of green materials, 6 5.00
@  Contribution to urban and civic design and public greenspaces above and 6 3.00
®  Adequate ongoing maintenance (life cycle management) 6 5.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups
@ Support — financial and/or in-kind and involvement - organization, participation 8 5.00
@& Sustainable designs: energy efficient, use of green materials, naturalization, 8
xeriscaping 6.00
Residential / Citizens
& Streetscape appeal of landscapes 8 7.00
@ Overall maintenance 7 6.00
@ Inclusion of sustainable plant materials 6 6.00
Landscaped Areas 125 33.00

Comments and Suggestions - Landscaped Areas

Kamsack has many green spaces throughout the community. Large yards, old trees, and mowing
_create a community very pleasant visually.

The greenhouses are very supportive of various endeavors of community beautification; something :
_other communities would appreciate having. The owners are to be commended. ’
A section of the Trans Canada Trail goes through the community; what a great asset for both
-tourism and as a facility for your residence.
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FLORAL DISPLAYS
Arrangements of flowers and plants (annuals, perennials, bulbs, omamental grasses), originality, distribution, location,
diversity and balance, colour, harmony, quality and maintenance. These pertain to flowerbeds, carpet bedding, containers,
baskets and window boxes.
Max Actual
Municipality / Public Properties
@  Diversity of displays: flowerbeds, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets,
window boxes, carpet bedding, mosaics 12 10.00
& Plan of action: programs, distribution through community. Concept and '
design including sustainable design 12 0,00
@  Diversity of plants: annuals, perennials, bulbs, grasses, woody plants,
natural flora 12
10.00
®  Quality, maintenance, best practices 10 3.00
@ Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or training 7 500
Commercial / Industrial Sector
& G t and desi 9
oncept an ign 6.00
@ Quality and maintenance 9 6.00
@& Contribution to overall floral program 9 6.00
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups
& Support - financial and/or in-kind and involvement - organization, participation 1 8.00
& Concept, design, selection and maintenance on their own properties 1
8.00
Residential / Citizens
@& Arrangement, diversity, colour 11 10.00
& ' i 1
Quality and maintenance 2 1000
Floral Displays 125 97.00

Comments and Suggestions - Floral Displays

We really loved those baskets. Indeed, Kamsack appears to be the 'Garden of
Saskatchewan'.

With CIB, you can never have too many flowers and/or colour in the community. We felt that
along the main shopping street there needed to be more colour using

flags or flowers or murais or student artwork or anything that catches your eye and causes a
person to stop and explore the environment. While the hanging baskets are great, they are
high maintenance and need to be closely grouped for visual impact.

The Trackside Park is breathtaking. Audrey and her crew of gardeners need to be thanked
for their vision and hard work. Has anyone ever thought to hold a community event in that
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TURF AND GROUNDCOVERS

Quality, naturalization, use of groundcovers and wild flowers, turf management (manicured to rough), use of artificial turf,
maintenance (mowing height and frequency), Integrated Pest Management (iPM) / Plant Health Care, fertilization
programs, imigation and water restrictions. Areas include private homes, public buildings, municipal and private sports

fields and athletic parks.
Max Actual
Municipality / Public Properties
@ First impressions; plan of action, distribution of turf and ground cover areas 14
12.00
@ Diversity / species, types of plantings / drought tolerance 8
7.00
®  Turf Management / Integrated Pest Management / Piant Health Care, 8
altemative solutions to diseases and infestations when appropriate 7.00
@  Review of maintenance plans to consider increased naturalization, 8
alternate mowing frequency for reduced and more efficient operations 5.00
@  Information programs for water requirements, mowing frequency and 8
height, rain gardens 5.00
@  Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or training. 7 500
Commercial / Industrial Sector
@& Concept and design, use of alternative ground covers 8 7.00
@ Quality and maintenance on these properties 8 8.00
@ Site naturalization 8 7.00
Service clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups
& Support - financial and/er in-kind and involvement ~organization, participation 1 10.00
@ Quality and maintenance on these properties 1 10.00
Residential / Citizens .
@ Concept and design, use of alternative ground covers 7.00
& Quality and maintenance 7.00
@ Participation in lawn watering conservation programs 6.00
Turf and Groundcovers 125 103.00

Comments and Suggestions - Turf and Groundcovers

The condition of the turf in Kamsack is the main reason for the high scores in the
tidiness category. There is also the usual wide variety of asphait and pavement ground

covers in the community.
The sports grounds are in great shape .

Due to the fact the golf course is close to the Assiniboine River, they are able to water
the greens with river water and not take anything from the town supply. This lead us
back to the question of "Is there a contingency plan for dry years?"
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[Evaluation Checklist / Questions on organization:

Yes |No  [N/A | | | |

Were the judges, upon their arrival, presented with the itinerary and the

yes Community Profile Book, which was completed according to the "Guidelines..."?

yes Was there an initial orientation meeting with introductions ?

very criteria?

Were the community representatives knowledgeable about the community and all

yes there was not enough time spent on a judging criteria ?

Were the judges able to ask questions and modify the schedule if they thought that

yes Did the judges meet with the media?

| | _n/a_|Were the judges asked to give presentations?

| | n/a_[Were the judges able to meet with and talk with the volunteers?

Did the community, with its allotted time, distribute it so there was adequate
yes coverage for each of the eight criteria?

yves | | |Was there enough time allotted to start the evaluation form in a quiet place?

Description of the Community

The judges are very impressed with Kamsack. It is a very clean, green and active place to live in and to raise a
family.
We feel that Kamsack has several factors in its favor. The tradition of gardens and gardening is a cultural one -
Ukrainian and Doukabour - therefore lush vegetable gardens as well as flowers were in abundance.
Kamsack is also one of the few CIB communities where assuming a role in the CIB committee is part of municipal job
descriptions and having access to town workers certainly makes a difference in the overall appearance of a
community.
We realize starting out your CIB journey with 4 blooms means an incredible amount of work needs to be done fo
move into the five bioom and national competition category. We also know that your community is certainly capable
of this goal.
Here are some suggestions for you -

- keep up your records to show before and after progress

- find a way to develop a larger community volunteer base

- develop the fact you have a provincially famous person in the cemetery - Sarah Ramsland

- continue to add those unique baskets in other locations in the community

- encourage the downtown area to spruce itself up with more colour and seating areas

- consider encouraging the development of old brick telephone building downtown

- work on adding more colour to the highway through town out towards Duck Lake Provincial Park

- consideration the promotion of one of the four cylinder water towers in the province

Thank you for your work, your community spirit and a great cup of coffee!

Special Mention: Tree and Urban Forest Management
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